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Preparing Your Conference Abstract

Read the Guidance

· Remember to submit in good time – you may need to wait until the last few days, but not an hour before the deadline! The best websites can crash at busy times.
· A structured abstract with the headings Purpose / Methods / Results / Conclusions helps both you and the Scientific Committee
· Stick to the word/ character limit – if it is longer, websites can delete any extra words or will not let you submit until it is shorter. 

· You may have to submit the abstract while final data collection or analysis are still incomplete, but some actual results must be presented; it is not acceptable to say “results will be presented”. If final data collection is still in progress, you must produce sufficiently robust results in the abstract to stand alone and justify acceptance. It is risky to submit very early data. What if your final results and conclusions are different and you have already submitted the abstract? 

· Conference presentations usually precede a journal submission, so numbers in a conference abstract may be slightly different from a final accepted paper, but the abstracts are often available online and published conference proceedings are a publication. In the case of the IOC, your paper can be submitted to a special edition of Strabismus (see submission rules in ‘Paper Publication’ tab)

· The Scientific Committee will judge the abstracts on the quality, validity, novelty and importance of the science you want to present, as well as the presentation of the abstract itself. 
Title 
· Short, precise and attention-grabbing. Why should they read or listen to your work?
Authors /Affiliations  
· All listed authors must agree and take joint responsibility for what is submitted. Usually the presenting person is first author, and except in exceptional circumstances, if you submit and get accepted, you will be expected to attend. Abstracts will be anonymised before judging for acceptance.  
Key Words  

· Many online literature searches use words from titles and key words, so make sure you choose words that will help people find your work.
(all the above does not figure in the total word count)

Purpose /Introduction /Rationale

· What is the topic / problem / reason for the study? Why is it novel?

Method 

· Methodology e.g. audit; survey; RCT; qualitative; prospective/retrospective; sampling method

· Selection criteria. Participants defined. Equipment. Intervention / treatment.
· How were the data analysed? More detailed description of any novel analysis method.

Results

· Numbers tested (and excluded if appropriate). Main results and findings. 

· Statistical significance (p-values must be stated, although t, χ2 and F values and degrees of freedom can be left out here if lengthy). Remember to say the direction of significance (i.e. significantly more/less rather than just “significantly different”). 

· Notable complications, unexpected findings

Conclusions / significance/ impact of the findings.  

· The “take home message” – but it must be backed up by the data, not just your opinion. If your work has just shown more work needs to be done, say what it should be.

· References are not required in an abstract
